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research your way to better books



THE SKINNY:
➔ Why you should research your niche
➔ How to research on Amazon
➔ How to WRITE based on what you learn
➔ How to MARKET based on your niche



A LITTLE ABOUT ME... 



● MFA in Fiction in 2007
● Authored a Handful of Nonfiction books
● Host the Create if Writing Podcast since 2015
● Top 25 Social Media Power Influencers in 

Houston last two years
● Spoken at places like BlogHer Food and 

Podcast Movement



Started Publishing Fiction in 2018... 
January 2018



January 2019
One year later… 



My “overnight” success 
was 5+ years



WHY YOU SHOULD KNOW 
YOUR NICHE 



BENEFIT #1



BENEFIT #1
{your clarity}



When you are SUPER 
CLEAR about what 

you’re writing, it makes 
your job easier.  



MISTAKE #1: 
Not knowing your niche well 
enough



Romance 
+ 

unhappy endings 
=





Knowing your niche 
gives you a framework 

to help guide you  



BENEFIT #2



BENEFIT #2
{your 
reader’s 
trust}



READER EXPECTATIONS 

=
READER TRUST

trust >> relationship >> superfans



Making one sale is about 
connecting with the right 

reader. 



Making your next sale is 
about fulfilling that reader’s 
expectations

...and then some. 



HOW TO RESEARCH 
ON AMAZON



GOING DOWN THE 
RABBIT HOLE



Kindle eBooks > Romance



Not understanding the 
competition

MISTAKE #2



KNOW YOUR COMPETITION

(NOT my competition)



Kindle eBooks > Romance

traditional

Amazon inprint



Kindle eBooks > Romance

INDIES



DON’T STUDY THE BIG 
CATEGORIES!

Well, DO, but look harder at 
the small. 



Kindle eBooks > Romance > Clean & Wholesome



ANATOMY OF A CATEGORY
● Look at top 20 books
● Rank in overall store of the #1 book
● Rank in overall store of the #20 book

This will give you an idea of how competitive a 
category is as well as how profitable. 



Find the smaller categories 
that fit YOUR book and you’ll 

get way more info.  



COVERS



COVERS



The more you study niches, 
the more you’ll see the subtle 
differences in EVERYTHING. 



ANATOMY OF A SALES 
PAGE



BOOK COVER, TITLE, DESCRIPTION, 
SNAPSHOT OF REVIEWS, SALES INFO



SERIES INFO, ALSO-BOUGHTS, SPONSORED 
(not shown--usually three rows)



PUBLISHER, DATE, LENGTH, CATEGORIES 
(all are not shown)



TIP: Enter ASIN into Amazon Search and keep clicking 
categories to see ALL the categories (Kindlepreneur.com)



REVIEWS, WORD CLOUD FROM REVIEWS 



HOW TO WRITE BASED 
ON RESEARCH



The second 
part of 
research is  
READING.



Read enough books in 
your niche that you GET 

the genre.   



READ HOW-TOs



WRITE HOW YOU WRITE:
pants on, pants off, outline, snowflake, etc



HOW TO MARKET 
BASED ON RESEARCH



The BEST marketing is 
writing a book TO 

MARKET.



The SECOND BEST 
marketing tool is 

connecting with authors 
in your niche.



These are ALMOST all authors I’ve done 
newsletter swaps with.



THREE-PRONGED MARKETING STRATEGY:
● Build your own email list 
● Swap with other authors
● Paid ads - FB, AMS, email promos like ENT & 

Robin Reads

Other helpful things: 
Build your Bookbub following and your Amazon author 
follows



MY FAVE TOOLS!



PAID 
TOOL: 
KD SPY



PAID 
TOOL: 
KD SPY

createifwriting.com/spy <- affiliate link



PAID 
TOOL:
K-LYTICS

createifwriting.com/klytics <- affiliate link



PAID TOOL: KDP ROCKET
createifwriting.com/rocket <- affiliate link



LIST GROWTH TOOLS
GROUP MAGNET PROMOS
Book Funnel
Book Cave
Story Origin

CONTESTS & GIVEAWAYS
Booksweeps 
AuthorXP



MY BIG 
TIPS:

★ Research
★ Read
★ Network
★ Invest
★ Tweak



kirstenoliphant@gmail.com

createifwriting.com/community
emmastclair.com/books

createifwriting.com/quickfix



Q & A 


